
EAA Sale of N952JL  
Common Questions and Answers for the Typical of the Europa Aircraft. 

 
Original Europa Classic with 80HP Rotax Pictured 

What is the Europa? 
The Europa has been in production for 25 years and is very popular in Europe.  It is fast on only 
100 HP or 75 HP cruise.  It is extremely fuel efficient and carries more than a typical 
experimental aircraft.  In the US, the mono was too different for most American pilots used to 
conventional gear aircraft, so a tricycle gear was developed.  However, the mono has developed 
a cult following around the world.  It is strong, tough, the airframe is reliable, the large 7–8-inch 
tire is excellent on grass or rough airstrips.  Over the 25-year history, it has been improved and 
upgraded.  In the CAFÉ reports, it is still regarded as the finest flying sport aircraft produced.  
The control feel and harmony are similar to a fighter aircraft, highly effective, precise, light 
without being twitchy and smooth.  Properly built and rigged the aircraft is very, very stable, has 
benign stall characteristics and is very fuel efficient.  Initially designed for a simple European 
cross country of 250 nautical miles and using an 80 HP engine with fixed Warp Drive propeller, 
the aircraft easily cruised at 30 nautical miles to the gallon of 87 octane auto gasoline on the 
Rotax 912 UL engine.  With 18 gallons on board, and an economical cruise speed of 120 KTAS a 
typical cross country with reserve could cover all of Europe in a few hours (400+ NM).  A 
transporter trailer was developed for the mono to allow owners to not have to pay the excessive 
storage fees at European airports.  It is not uncommon to see a Europa being pulled by a small 
car to the gas station, filled up and to the airport or flying pasture for a 20 minute assembly and 
fly away. 

 
In the US, the need for speed was met by the Europa easily.  First the Airmaster constant speed 
propeller was added.  This upped the 80 HP cruise some 10 knots.  With a Rotax 914 
turbocharged engine and the Airmaster normal cruising at 15,000 feet was over 160 KTAS in the 
mono.  Some achieving 175 KTAS in very clean aircraft.  The tricycle gear Europa is very 
successful in the US where most of the pilots prefer fixed gear but at a penalty of an empty 
weight increase of nearly 50 pounds with a speed kit, and cruise was reduced by some 15 Knots.  
However, the ground handling, takeoff and landing was an absolute delight, making the aircraft 
an ideal aircraft for the low time or inexperienced pilot.  The Europa owner could easily cruise 
farther, cheaper and more quietly than in any US GA aircraft.  For many Europa owners, the 
ability to remove the wings and transport the aircraft to their garage was maintained for those 
known as “snow birds” or retirees spending time only flying part of the year. 
 
All Europa aircraft were sold as kit aircraft.  Engine, propeller and avionics choices differ widely.  
The builders typically put in 1-2000 hours into finishing their aircraft and have met the 
expectations of their builders.  A glider wing was added and may be installed to make the 
aircraft a glider.  A first in the kit plane industry. 

  
  



 
 
What are the specs on N952JL? 
 With the Jabiru 3300 engine and Sensenich propeller, the typical cruise is 140 KTAS at 7500 feet. 
 Range with 18 gallons of fuel is nominally 400 NM. 
 Takeoff roll is 600 feet. 
 Landing roll is 650 feet. 
 Typical float distance for new pilots is 1000 feet until practiced 
 Stall is 49 Knots clean, 45 dirty.  Final Approach is 60, Vx 65, Vy 75, Vfe 83, Va 90, Vne 160 IAS. 
 Empty weight is 899. 
 Standard class GW is 1370 lbs.  MTOW 1450 for the Europa XS flown in the USA. 
 Max baggage 80 lbs. 
 Fuel capacity is 18 US gallons 15.5 main side and 2.5 reserve side. 
 Retractable main gear, flaps and outriggers is via a single lever.  
 
What are the performance and cross-country numbers? 
 Rate of climb at 75 knots is 1000 FPM.  We all climb at 90 for cooling and visibility over the nose. 
 This reduces rate of climb to about 700 FPM. 
 Minimum field length is 1500 feet nominally, but I prefer 3000 feet for transition training. 
 A Europa Mono will burn about 5.6 GPH at 2750 RPM cruising between 130-140 Knots TAS 
 Normally we use 23-25 ANMPG for calculations. 
 The 18 gal fuel tank has a reserve built into it of 2.5 gallons or about 30 minutes. 
 Best range speed is 100-110 KIAS burning 4.0 GPH at 135 TAS or 30 ANMPG. 
 An aux tank of 10 gallons for extra range is included with the aircraft but not installed. 
 
When and who did the condition inspection? 
 The condition inspection was completed and to be signed off November 1, 2021. 

The nose to tail re-build was completed by EAA 175 members under the supervision of Custom 
Flight Creations, Inc. (Former US Dealer now retired).  Then inspected by our local KPCM AI. 
As a second-hand owner should know, anyone can work and maintain the aircraft, however the 
condition inspection must be accomplished and signed off by an A&P.  
 

The aircraft hasn’t flow much, is the engine corroded? 
Then engine when in storage was pickled and bore scope of the cylinders shows no corrosion.   
Compressions are currently in the mid-70s which is about right for this low time engine. 

 
Has the aircraft ever been damaged? 

NO.  Some hangar rash over the years that has been touched up. 
 



Is it easy to maintain? 
Yes.  Engine access is good.  The aircraft access panels are well placed and large enough for easy 
inspection.  The mono trailer allows easy and safe transport to and from the airport and the rig 
time is roughly 20 minutes.  For ease of maintenance at home, a dolly is preferred to allow full 
access around the aircraft and wing removal. It’s a mono, it will fall over if you pull the wings 
without a dolly.  For retraction tests the cowl is removed and an engine hoist is used to raise the 
aircraft by the landing gear frame.  This hoist is a common hydraulic unit or some owners build a 
trellis and use a lever hoist (aka come-along) as a winch.  The plane weighs less than a 1000 lbs.  

 
It is a mono wheel.  Is 952JL a glider then? 

No.  Glider wings of 47 foot span are an option to make it a glider.  This aircraft does not have 
that option to swap wings and fly as a glider.  Glider wings must be fitted to the aircraft and 
cannot just be bought retail and installed.  Typical wing conversions can cost up to $70,000 or 
more. 
 

Is the engine reliable? 
The engine was bought as a return engine.  It was sold as a pusher engine originally so the 
accessories such as exhaust and intake were incompatible with a tractor engine.  The engine was 
not apparently run but we cannot prove that.  A firewall forward kit was purchased by the 
builder with the prop extension, exhaust, intake airbox and installed on N952JL.  The original 
Jabiru supplied cowl was eliminated and a newer cowl bought to improve cooling.  Later it was 
updated with the CFC, “Cooling 102” modification to improve ducting and draw.  
 
This Jabiru 3300 is a Gen 1 engine and is in good shape.  It starts and runs well and delivers full 
power.  If you change oil at 25-50 hours, maintain cylinder head temperatures below 305 (max 
continuous) the engine will easily last 1000 hours with normal maintenance expectations.  The 
engine can operate after landing parked into the wind for 25 minutes before CHTs get to 
maximum continuous without issue. If one is careless and maxes the temperatures often and is 
inconsiderate of shock cooling or adds super leaning fuel modifications to the engine, one may 
find that he only gets 500 hours before a cylinder will warp and begin to drop compression.  The 
typical cylinder is $600 and a full overhaul about $6000 for a Jabiru, which is very inexpensive.  
The Generation 1,2 and 3 Jabiru engine cylinders are steel and tend to warp and compression 
falls off over around 500 to 1000 hours.  The heads are normally trouble free.  The Jabiru has 
been much maligned initially as owners failed to properly duct and shape the cowl for proper 
cooling.  Many owners used auto fuel and found the engine overheated and did not run 
correctly.  We can’t fix stupid.  Run the proper 100LL gas, keep the engine within limits and it 
will be fine for many years. The aircraft/engine has the Custom Flight Cooling enhancements for 
the Jabiru 3300 and cools well.  Although this aircraft has a generation one engine with the steel 
cylinders, it has been reliable and starts well.  The plane has been priced so that a new owner 
would be comforted to know if he wanted to replace the generation 1 engine, it could simply be 
swapped for the new generation 4 Jabiru engine (which is an excellent engine) and drop it 
directly in for $15-20,000.  Engine upgrades include a full EGT and CHT package, larger oil cooler, 
upgraded starter, and full carburetor heat and modified Lopresti style air inlets. 
 

 
  



The trailer looks flimsy.  Is it just a home built trailer? 
It is a trailer copied from the Factory supplied Europa Transporter but is built out of steel to be 
easily adaptable.  It is longer for installation of single-handed rigging modifications and for a 
hand winch to pull the aircraft up on the carrier with less effort.  Therefore, it is heavier than the 
Europa Factory Trailer by about 300 pounds.  The trailer comes with 700 pound axles (so good 
to 1400 pounds) and is all American equipped wheels, lights, two inch receiver, jack and wire 
harness for a US style 4 pin connector.   It has excellent wing racks that are easy to use.  
Stabilators are not carried on the trailer but in the back seat of the truck or car.  The tow vehicle 
should be rated to pull at least 1500 lbs.   

 

What avionics equipment does it have? 
 Instruments:  

AOA System     
  EFIS:  Dynon D-10 (old but useable) Best upgrade is a Grand Rapids Tech (GRT)Mini  

A/S analogue,  Alt: MGL Electric   
GRT EIS with Sensors (Excellent unit, fully operational.  Best suited with the GRT 
Horizon HX.  
Radios: Micro Air Com  S/N M760-007829 serviceable 

  Micro Air Transponder  S/N T2000-01-00883  serviceable 
  Intercom: PS1000 ICS  serviceable   
  ADS-B Out Echo UAT / Skyfix (New Unit)    
  ELT ACK E-04  S/N: 036015  (New Unit)     
 
Why doesn’t it have an autopilot? 

With aileron and elevator trim the Europa is extremely stable and docile.  If wanting an upgrade 
simply install a GRT EFIS and add a servo.  In 20 years of flying Europas, I’ve never needed it.  
Although I do like it if I am changing clothes while flying solo. 
 

  



Will I fit in this N952JL Europa?  
This is a Classic Fuselage with the XS upgrades.  This aircraft is a low top normal body built for 
speed and economy.  (Europa has a high-top version with a taller windscreen and 39 inches 
height.  There is also a wide body modification which involves cutting the door sills and 
modifying the door and locking rods.) 
Pilots and passenger seats are the same in the Classic Fuselage whereas in the XS the pilot has 2 
inches more leg room as the firewall was pushed out into the engine compartment. 

 Sitting height with cushion is 33-36 inches nominally in the low top. 
 Pilots with a leg length or inseam of 30-33 inches will fit comfortably. 

If you wear a size 46 jacket, 32-inch inseam and are 220-240 pounds, you will fit.  I recommend 
you come sit in the aircraft.  If you are at the 33-inch sitting height max you will need a 
Halo/Telex type headset or your headset may scratch the canopy enclosure.  The aircraft POH 
states: “The Europa is designed to accommodate pilots up to 6’4" (1.93m) in height in comfort. 
Shorter pilots can fly the aircraft but they must sit on cushions to bring their eye level up to that 
of a tall pilot.” 

 
Is it a beginner’s airplane? 

Not for some.  Most novice builders/pilots have no experience in a retractable mono type 
aircraft that flies faster than they can think.  The landing gear is technically a bicycle landing 
gear.  Landing techniques are not unusual if you flew the USAF B47/U2.  Some comment it 
behaves like an early Maul or Pilatus so make a three point landing.  A glider single wheel 
appears to be similar, but the Europa main wheel is much farther forward.  A student of aviation 
(aka a properly seasoned pilot who is a student of different aircraft types) will not be 
complacent and will educate himself on the aircraft landing and takeoff techniques found on the 
Custom Flight Creations website and other sources.  A considerable number of very low time 
pilots have built and flown the Europa Mono with no issue because they study and operate by 
the aircraft manuals and procedures. 

 
Can I get insurance? 
 The aircraft is a retractable gear fixed pitch aircraft so technically not a complex aircraft. 
 The aircraft is not a conventional taildragger and the characteristics on the ground are different. 

Insurance companies will normally not fully insure an owner for in motion until the owner has 
sufficient time according to their actuaries (every company is different).  All companies will write 
a policy for liability normally unless the pilot is low time or had a previous accident history.   
 

Note: 
Those secondhand owners who consider it just a taildragger typically have minor but expensive 

takeoff and landing mishaps due to applying normal stick forward tail dragger techniques or 
attempt a wheel type landing.  Keep the tail on the ground until ready to fly.  Read and 

memorize the monowheel POH and the excellent articles and videos on the mono.  One will see a 
bicycle gear requires a different, but not difficult technique.  It must be landed tail wheel first.  
Builders and original owners rarely have a mishap in flying the aircraft.  Secondhand owners 

simply fall back on their Champ, Citabria, or Cub experience and get surprised when they dart off 
the runway because of misapplied procedures.  The leading cause of mishaps is failure to follow 

the operational handbook takeoff and landing procedures or performing high speed turnoffs. 
This type handling is the leading cause of prop strike mishaps in the Europa. 

 
  



If I can’t fly this aircraft prior to the sale, due to EAA requirements, what can I do get checked out? 
There are a few instructor pilots familiar with the mono.  Most buyers just study up, pay 
attention to the techniques to operate it and get time in the machine to wait out the insurance 
company restrictions.  The restrictions are typically 10-40 hours and a number of landings to a 
full stop as well as touch and goes certified by an instructor before they will insure.  The flight 
characteristics are quite benign and if proper procedures are followed the landing and takeoffs 
are normally without incident.  Unfortunately, few owners will “lend” their aircraft out for a 
checkout. 

  
Can it be converted to a trigear? 

Yes, it can.  Conversions cost about $7000 in parts and about 100 hours for an experienced 
builder to install.  A trigear speed kit is highly recommended. 

 
Where can I find other fliers and maintainer forums? 

The Europa Club is the best source for how to’s and videos.  The members of the club are 
generous with their time and talent. 

 
How do you change a tire? 
 Using a custom made block is one way but in our shop we have always used our engine hoist 
and simply raised the aircraft to change the main wheel.  See the Europa Club website or 
www.customflightcreations.com techniques section. 
 
Can I run car gas? 

Please don’t.  The Jabiru 3300 was designed for AVGas.  The cheapest thing you put in a Europa 
is fuel.  At 25-30 nautical miles to the gallon, it is cheap insurance to run AVGas.  This is not your 
7-13 MPG dinosaur.  Even at inflated prices, an AVGas fill-up of typically 15 gallons is pretty 
cheap in comparison to a GA aircraft.  For those using MoGas, octanes must be 92-94 minimum 
and without ethanol or the engine has issues with detonation at full power.  USE AVGAS! 
 

I don’t have the skill to maintain the aircraft, can my local A&P get information on servicing and 
inspection? 
 There are many sources for information, inspection, and maintenance online.  
 Much study for your line A&P will be necessary for nearly any experimental aircraft.  
 Europa Aircraft has all the airframe manuals available on line. 
 The Europa Club has extensive information and POH checklists. 

Custom Flight Creations, Inc. was the US Dealer and their website has extensive operations and 
maintenance checklists, articles, and upgrades common to the Europa Airframe.  There are 
thorough inspection and maintenance checklists to aid maintainers on the website.  Many of 
these are also on The Europa Club website also. 
Jabiru Aircraft has all the operations and maintenance manuals available online for the engine. 
Arion Lightning (formally Jabiru USA) has extensive experience maintaining the Jabiru engines. 
All the avionics in this aircraft are documented, and on a USB and the manuals are online also. 
All the wiring plugs and diagrams are documented on a USB for the owner.  There are printed 
manuals also in the documentation and the build manual.  See the references at the end of this 
document. 

 
  

http://www.customflightcreations.com/


You usually get what you pay for.  Why is this price set at $30,000? 
A prebuy inspection and valuation was made by the former US Dealer and the price set for retail 
price of $45,000 as it is in fly or drive away condition with fresh annual.  Avionics are operational 
and the aircraft meets all FAA requirements for flight.  The annual is good through November 
30,2022.  The Chapter felt that only an updated EFIS upgrade was needed for the avionics for as 
little as $1500.  The price of a new engine or exchange is between $15,000 to $20,000 as it is a 
generation one engine and newer versions are available.  EAA 175 Officers felt $30,000 would 
cover the 450 man hours of instruction, work and upgrades and cover the parts that were paid 
for in the update of this aircraft to fly away condition.   

 
Where are the references of where to look and find out about the Europa and Jabiru? 
 
Europa Factory: 
 https://www.europa-aircraft.co.uk  owned by swift technology group 
  
Airframe, maintenance, flying and upgrade information common to US owners: www.theeuropaclub.org 
and excellent maintenance and flight information is in the techniques section of Custom Flight 
Creations, Inc. at: www.customflightcreations.com 
 
Clubs and Owner information on flying, upgrade, mods, and activities US and worldwide (be a member 
to see more):   www.theeuropaclub.org and there is more excellent maintenance and flight information 
in the techniques section of Custom Flight Creations, Inc. at: www.customflightcreations.com  
 
Jabiru Engines: 
 Arion Lightning Home of Arion Aircraft (flylightning.net) 
 Jabiru Aircraft - Australian Made Recreational Aircraft Since 1988  (www.jabriu.net.au) 
 
Sensenich Propellers: 
 www.sensenich.com 
 
Avionics articles, installation, and service are available at: 
 Dynon Avionics:   Welcome To Dynon (dynonavionics.com)  
 Micro Air: Home (microair.aero) 
 EBC ELT: https://emergencybeaconcorp.com 

 Echo Out: uAvionix   (https://uavionix.com) 
 

  
My thanks to Lynn, Joe, and Ken, the crewmen who assisted in the full inspection, repair, upgrade and 

detailing of this aircraft. 
Bud Yerly, CFC, Inc. 
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